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&gme"33«£fit Pall X907 

I 1 K E F C H 0 V jg II R U IT : B L V L R I A 
TORKISH GmmtA COIi/iffiS DISKCSSKD 

Spring retreatst 

RUSSIA. (HeinseX) «Axmy Trieste to Budapest, 

Gjj2H£«'Jjy (Helson)* Pleet Denmark to Helgoland Bight. 

The mores for Pall 190 7 t 

RUSSIA. (Reinsel): Army Sweden to sronaay. , ^rgy Kiel support array jLlunich. 

Army Budapest support Frmy~Rum ani a~~t o SerbraT £*my"~G a lie X a"~ suppo r t~a i*ray 
Ukraine to Rumania. Army Ukraine to Rumania. ;J^_Sevasto£ol to_Axmonia. 
Army Rumania to Serbia. Pleet Skagerrek support fTeet~Denmark7 Pleet 
Denmark support army Kiel. Pleet Bulgaria j£a£t_coajst2 to^Black^Sea. 

PRAI5CE (.Thoinpsoni Fleet; Tunis stand. Pleet Tfestern Mediterranean stand. 

Pleet Gulf of- -lyon to Piedmont. Pleet English Channel to 
London. Pleet i'id-A.tlantic to English Channel. ^rray^Yorkshire^to Edin- 
burgh. Army Burgundy -to Kunich. Army Ruhr support army~BurgBndy To~ 
Munich. £?T^J3pllandJto Kiel A Arm^_BejL£ium_to Holland. 

TURKEY (Greene): Pleet Constantinople to Bulgaria (south coest). Pleet 

Black Sea support fleet, 'Constantinople to Bulgaria ; 
( south coast). .Army_Armenia — t£ §evastopoI A Pleet Adriatic Sea to Venice. 
Pleet Ionian Sea to~AXbania7 Zx^r""Ser"bia suvoort fleet Constantinople to 
Bulgaria (south coast) . Pleet^ries^e"supporl;""fTeet""^d'rTa : Eic 3e7 To 
Venice. Pleet Rome sTpnd. 

GERKAIT (l?elson)t Army Ebrroy to St. Petersburg. Pleet Forth Sea to 

Edinburgh. Pleet Helgoland BighT sup'oorT i^El^FT'army 

Holland to Kiel. 

Underlined moves do not succeed* The Russian army in iunich must retreat 
end. has Tyrolia, Bohemia, Silesia, and Berlin open. The Russian army in 
Venice must retreat and has Tuscany, Apulia and Tyrolia open. The Russian 
fleet is annihilated, being dislodged" and having no available retreats. 
The Turkish army in Serbia must retreat and has only Greece available. 

A.s a result of these moves the belligerent powers control the following-, 
supply centres! 

RUSSIA.: Warsaw, Eoscow, Sevastopol, Vienna, Budapest, Porway, Sweden, 

Denmark, Berlin^ Kiel, "Rumania, Serbia. 12 in all. IZay build one. 



IftALTCiSs 3 home, 3 Snglisfc, 2 Iberian, Belgium, Holland, Munich, Tunis, 
12 in all. Hay "build two. 

TtXEiESEfi 3 home, Bulgaria, Greece, Rome, Naples, Venice, Trieste. 9. 
Key "build one. 

GjSR&L'jjY: St. Petersburg. X* Kust remove two. 

And that was the Russian fleet in Bulgaria that was annihilated. Dead- 
line for retreat orders is Saturday, 8 July, 411 players are requested 
to submit "build and removal orders at the same time,- asking them con- . 
ditional on the retreats of 'the other powers. 

Derek Kelson, playing Germany in this game, announces that after the 
28th of June his address will be, 

c/o General Delivery, 
l^ort Frances, 
Ontario. 

Ankara, 10 July, l?uf ta A. Pasha today announced that General Collapse 
has been removed from commend* General Confusion commands all armies 
and fleets, and the ship building facilities at Izmir have been closed. 

"The unemployment rate may go up", Kufta said, "But the i&vay Quarter- 
master who had battleships built for use in Serbia was,, well* he made 
a mistake." . 

Athens, 13 July. Sultan Abdul III called- upon l^rance, "To brake 
Russia's growthj" " ... , 

"The debacle in Rumania, plus the dangerous situation in Serbia, 
worries us deeply. This the. first Turkish set back in 6 years, has 
created a fluid fighting front in the Balkans. This crack could grow 
larger into a giant fissurewhich would carry 'both the Ottoman Empire 
and the irench Smpire to a terrible death. You must strike now, ]?rance, 
before it is too late* 51 • , 
Paris, 14 July. This Bastill© Day saw growing concern throughout France. 
The two northern-Russian, fleets keep.. the. -lights burning late in Paris. 
Could ."Russia be after England and the Lowlands?"' 

With the Turkish /amy of Africa, 18 July, Addis .Ababa fell without a 
shot. Ilenelik 1 . s army melted away, as revolts rend the country and the 
Emperor himself fled to Iienya. IT.eshat Bey began: the opacification of the 
country immediately. 



aj3V7 KLOOD 

The following have written asking about postal Diplomacy. 
Sid Cochran, Jr., 18X6 South College, Tyle*, Texas, USA . 
Jack Hutching s, 4578 Srentl awn, Burnaby, B. C., Canada. 



Game 196SAV Spri ng 1905 

Gsriiii^ apjx.s corTXir.^' ^v^cf, ihto CAap/_TKi;j r s 

RUSSIATS SOLIDIIY HOLD 0)' T SOUTH BAIEAI7S 
BHITISK ITAVAL ST-t^GTH IF IiuD. GHOV/S 

itaxia^s out GlHlc: A.a.:r at ru?air 

AU3THIA1TS jPIGHT 10 HOLD VARDAR LIEB 
Ali PROPAGANDISTS IBAiTiS i'GR .^IGHTIxG T^LCrTS 

The moves: 

G^:/ij>!Y (Shagrin) : £Leet Hollan£ tojforth Sea • Amy £iel "to Denmark. 

Spain Iso^uth^coajst^. S^^TeTraonT ^o^VenTce, Army "union"" to" Tyro Tie. 
Array~BohemTa air-port p,rray~I unTch to r iyro"irp7 ^rm^^Y^eiin^ to^Trieste. 
Army Moscow support army Ukraine. Array Ukraine supporT aVray*~sTlesTa to 
Calicia. Army Berlin to Silesia. Army Bui-gundy to Munich. Army Silesia 
to Galicia. 

3, 'GLATD ('Jells): Army 3t« Petersburg to inland. Meet rorraay to St. 

. .••:.•*•.*;.';• Petersburg '(north coast). jTleet English Channel' stand. 

£l£et rorv/egi^n ^ea.' to^/'orth^Seaj. Fleet Portugal to Spain ( south coast), 
"leet \7e"stern i:ed i t err ane a n ""to "^rrhenian Sea. -?leet I ."id- Atlantic Ocean 
to rorth Africa, neet :.'"orth Atlantic Ocean to iCid- Atlantic* 

RUSSIA (Zelazny) : _ Fleet Ionian Sea to Tunis, ^leet Black Sea support 

army Armenia to Sevastopol. Army Armenia to Sevastopol. 
Army Rumania to Serbia. Army Bulgaria support army Rumania to Serbia. 

J^Sy^ ^^S?S 3 i j^2£'?& r i i^klAE £ r £^_^i£ s i e „"fc°. Venice. Army Sevastopol 
to Rumania. ~~ ~~ " ' ' .- 

ITALY (Francis) t Army Venice to Piedmont, Army Tuscany support army Venice 

to Piedmont. Army Home to Venice, ^Jray^Trie^ste^to 
^rrolia. 5T.ee t' Greece to Ionian Sea. SLeet Gulf_of ±^on~t£ Ea£seilles # 

AUSTRIA (llunroe) : Armv_Serbia to Rumania. 

Underlined moves do not succed. -The move of the Russian army in Budapest 
is illegal* as-' Budapest does not border on Venice. The German army in 
Piedmont is annihilated, having* no available retreat. The Austrian army 

in Serbia must retreat ?nd he s Albrnia and Greece o-oen. 

^ »*>- 

Be'r-dline for retreat orders is Saturday, 8 July. Deadline for moves for 
I'all 1906- i^ the sane time, as there is only one doubtful retreat. 
All Tail orders may be mrde condition:;! on that retreat. 

Players should notice the following changes of address: 

James l..unroe, playing Austria, will h^.ve address 

1315 South ^Jl I,;olino Avenue, 
Pasadena, California, 
91106 



The new address becomes effective on the first of July. 



Charles ?7ells, plr.ying England, v:ill -hcv- the following addresses this 
sunnaer j 

Until august 4th: Department of h;-. theisatics# 

Bowdoin College, 
Brun stttI ok , II& i n e , 0 40 11 

August 5th to September 5th; 

c/o Sven J-^ilend, 
C-isletnyrveien 2A, 
Kri s t i> n s s.pd. S • , 
' Norway (Air l^il only)* 

After September 5th 3678 Idndholm ^or.d, 

Cleveland, Ohio, 4412$. 

I "believe th:t the dr.tes listed mzlze c.llov.\nce for the time required 

to ^erid z letter. Anyone with r.ny thing urgent to send iie?x the tine 

of rddress che.nge would he well advisee to - send copiec to both cfidresses* 

xhere were no 'press releases. ... 



The.. V ictory Criterion Concluded. . 

A st^.tement of S^OB 1 s victory criterion -wc.s given "in- ^51. It v;r.s there 
indicated th.?.t & win wes considered -cs being est.: blislied . v-hep z. country 
h?.d z. iar. jority of the pieces on the bor.rd* It vie. a pointed out that 
although this xms cler.r cut in the c;:.se of Spring' raove-s, <wnd cfter 
builds r.n<? r eraovels » thct there wps sone doubt whether i± should -Apply 
on the 'FpII Tnove f but before the removals ?.nd builds, Lr. C.^lhr.mer 
wc-s invitee to give his views on thv.t renc.ining crse. 

hr. Cclhsmer h?.s not written. And this is the ■ third issue- 
since the question was raised here* 71 :0B, therefore, arbitrarily, 
declares for e. 11 owing z. win with, -n absolute majority on the y. 11 ujove; 
this holds even in the crse where th~t rs; jority would no longer exist 
if the griae proceeded to the build str.£'-.» I can 1 1 say thdtt I :::r, 
•oerticul&rly h- ppy wi th this choice* :Xov/everi sorjc rule must be tfk-.de, 
and. this one puts B..1GU in agreement wi th sfrb , :;nd also, I believe, 
with, . G-rcvUst r?.rk # So, h^re, r. win c?.n occur on "any sec. son of ploy* 



Country Performances _C o_n t limed 

In the last issue, jTIOB ,/63, sotse dr.tr. wer~ giv?n zs to the perforin nces 
of the vrriou-'j countries in 7-man games completed to date. In lonel y 
I bunt cin ■;;-'3S, Charles T/ells quotes and • consents on the statistics. I'e 
then T^ahes an appeal for two more sets of figures. 1. fhe supply 
centres controlled by each country at the end of pi*, y, .. nd 2, the date 
of the la.st stg-.nd of ecch eliminated -oower. 



! fhe first of these, is in fact obtainchle from the list of 
commie tec g;-raes given in ' 3r.au sterjc « However a tabulation of it va;y 
"be of value and is given "below. 



Supp ly _C entr e s jat End_ o_f Je/me. 
( 7-iic.n completed games only") 
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file 1. st line is tho mean holding of the seven countries at end of game, 
averaged, over the fourteen 7~ma.n 'games completed to date, fhe outstanding 
position of iMrlrey, which i u becoming a somewhat monotonous result, 
stands out quite clearly. Russia' s lead over England is more surprising, 
and note that Austria is only marginally lower than England, 

r fhe date of elimination of the various countries in completed 
games is given in tho table at the top of the next page. In this table 
the column headed "game" is the cV*te of tho game ending, 'fhe~ other 
figures give the last two digits of the year of elimination of the 
country concerned. K indicates that the country is in at the kill, 
"being still alive at the end of the g.rme, reg.-rdless of whether It 
won, or was , . hare survivor, or somewhere "between thos f e extremes. 
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deficit 
Deficit 



To ma3ce a sumnary of thie t.: blc seeded difficult. 1 Jo rely to 
ta.he averages of tlio" year of elimination Tronic nlace an early alimer, 
e.g., Latimer in game 19562 in year 1907, in a more unf a.vourr ble light 
than r flayer actually eliminated at L . later date in a longer game. 
I decided to average, the "deficit", i.e., the number of years th.;.t the 
genie lasted after the elimin-. tion of the country considered, fhe . 
actual figures for the deficit are not given for the individual g...mos, 
only the to ta 1 s an d svera ..sc. 

It rai-ght "be v/orth noting th<? t -these tvo statistics - vhich Veil-', 
has ashed for are exactly those incorporated in John Stay the 1 & rating 
scerae (See Grau sta.rlc #62 and #50). : .ultiply the average for the 

second table lay one half, and subtract- thio from the average given 
in the first table, and one gets the country rating as given hy Smy the * 
system. A.s in all cases v/here a rating list combines '.consideration 
of two "different things, there is an arbitrary clemnt, namely that 
frctor of one half, in this c.- se. 



Study o:'. the two tsbles is instructive* Prussia arrears to be 
tli-^ "swing" country. It is often eliminated early, as shown "by the 
high average deficit. Dut when it isn ! t eliminated it does quite 
well , finishing- in the money four tines r.nd being a respectable 
survivor on two additional occasions. In both respects it ie the 
exact opposite of France. France's average deficit is by far the lowest 
of any country, th, t is it is comparatively rarely eliminated and 
when it is the elimination occurs, typically, late in th- game. On 
the other hand it rarely achieves anything , usually having only one 
or two forces on the board ;.t the end of play. 

A players preference, " s between Prance ant Austria, reveal, 
I think, more about him than woul d a similar choice between any other 
pair of countries* All players, weak or strong, would probably agree 
about the favourable poitions of Turkey and England. Similarly, nearly 
all would agree that Germany is difficult to play. Put a choice between 
Austria and Prance will be decided differently by different pi ay l re. 
The week "layer will almost certainly opt for Prance* he sees the 
three neautral supply centres tha t it nearly t Iways takes in 1901-02, 
after which it is nearly impregnable to attack by middle size powers. 
So it is almost guaranteed survival into the later stages of the game. 
In contrast Austria 1 s difficulties in tlw, opening phases of the game 
are notorious. 

Phe strong, or at least_ the optimi stic, pl-yer will aw la. the 
contrary choice. Prance can make the opening gains all right but after 
that it usually finds itself with no wher to go. "./ith Austria, on 
the other hand, if the opening difficulties re surmounted, there i a, 
a very real chance of a win, or at least a strong finish. 

If the height of a. player 1 a ambition ia to survive ho should 
choose Pre. nee, over all other countries on the board. If he ftopes to v. in, 
and ia willing to take a risk of annihilation as part eg the berg, in, 
then Austria, although not. the beet choice, is a reasonable one, 
certainly far preferable to Prance. 



.'P-C3DIP':- AP Completed game :. ting list - J*8# 

Probdingnag would like to extend its heartiest congratulations to one 
of its players, and "to the --arson who interested it'..- editor in Diploma cy, 
namely Derek Poison. Derek has just won GP.vjo 1965G in " ."ild f n V/ooly 
( Irc.niz 19o5lGf in th: t journal's notation.) Derek won the v-,ry TircTt 
I : ost,..l Diplomacy game, 1963 A; with this . dditi onal \/in he is the only 
-olayeiw, other than John Sinythe, to have won more than once, The win 
was made, playing ' ', ^England? a'urkey ^ae the first country to be 
eliminated (along with It.: ly) \ Thi c results in a reversal of the position 
of the two front runners, PJngland new leading for thu- first time sine- 
the s e lists were c omp i 1 e 6. . 

As gild 'n 'l7ooly does not normally publish a centre ye:r table 
for its g mes, one for" tails -game is given immediate ly following the 
".g-tin£ list. 



* 



8 



+24 John Smythe (v7) 

+15 Derek kelson (¥) 

+14 John IConing 

+ 9 13?. nks l.ebane 

+ 8 Doneld filler (\7) 

+ 7 l/rrnk Cl-rk- 

+ 6 J-mes Lr titter (W) 
John licCrllum (W) 
Bruce Pelz {Yf) 
Charles w'ells (V) 

+5 Hick rrooke 

+ 4 Uric Blake 

John Hoerdra,:.n ("?) 

lJ.cV.rd Bryant 

Hobert l-:ke 

J"-rae s Y.o. ci :enz ie ( " ") 

2)1 an Pelz 

Charles Turner (*,7) 

+ 3 Robert Ward 

+ 2 Dave Lefrling 
Hark Cr/ings 
Jock Hoot 
ar.il Schow 

+ X 2U1 Christian 
Hen Davidson 
Anders Sren, cn 

0 Ben Bailes 
^dv;in Baker 
Christina Brarmcn . 
John D-Tvey 
Ban Henciin 
■ AXan Huff (W) 
Geo. Parks 

- 1 ^rl j.liorapson 

- 2 :Job iVda.as 

Stephen Barr 
.'don Daniels 
0>raos Dygert 
James Goldman 
•;*;-regory ilolenear 



- 2 Chvrlos ...eincal 

James Senders 

- 3 Hon bounds 

- 4 Clint lUgglestone 

; ..a rg. ■ re t C' emi gnani 
Jack Harness 
John !• azcr 
Davo ; "eEaniel 
Holand xzudiker 

- 5 I'om Bulmer 

Barry : . old 
Jerald. Jacks 
Stuart B.eshner 
Stephen Patt 

•6 Sidney iket 

Bernie --ling 
Don .'Weeklies 
Joel 3 :.ttel 

m 8 Conrad von Betzke 

•10 Chcrl-.s Br^n^an 
Hicli^rd Schultz . 

*12 :;Ted lorner 

-15 ■' Paul Barley 

fhe Country list 



England 

'furkey 

Austria 

; 'r ■■.nee 

Hussia 

Italy 

Bennany 
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57.2 


+ 3 


51.7 


+ 2 


51.1 
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45.5 


-13 


42.8 


-19 


39.4 



c;-xi:j% included in thes . listings 
eve: 19S3.V, B t 19S4A, B, C, D, * 
1955/,, ^, C-, a, I, L, 3, 'i 1 , X96SD, 
-Si £F« : -h - first -and the l-.-ct, bein^ 

5wa.:.n gcuies, ;re omitted from tBo 
country list. 

It Eihoulo h'- uot-d t.". at the 
tables on p.vG c s ^ and 6, co not 
include getae 195 5G, vord of vhose 
corapl tion ras received as th:- iacue 
-•va s being' prepared. 



1 



Journals Wild «nJ7ool£i #' s 18-93. Alternate Designation, 196 5^Y. 
Gamesmasteri 3rVnnan. ""initial Players s England, Derek -.'el son; France, 
John Zoning; Germany, Stephen rarr. Italy Copra* von ketzke; Austria, 
Jrraes G-oldmanj Russia, ^3dv/in fairer; Turkey, Larry C-oloU -^placements: 
Although listed as Austria on the initial - flayers* list, Jim 0-oldman 
v;ithdre\7 before -play began, to be replaced by Bob Y/ard v/ho played 
the country throughout the length of the game* Ronald Wilson took 
over Germany rith the move for Winter 1903. harry Gold ceased playing 
: lurkey in 1903 but the country- vas apparently not re-assigned. 
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SE.UUD BAG- 

Conrad 1?, von he take ,, 5327 hilltop Drive> San Diego, Calif., 92114; 

and Boardman, although too conservative 



for ray taste. 



(•(Don 1 1 you knov: that that is a dirty vjord v;hcre Boar dm an is con- 
cerned? You have just been black-listed in Diplomania * 7/hat do you 
think ^ill ha.-men to you v;hen 3o t .rdman reads' iliis'?- jsmcc) ) 
((Perhaps v;e should explain, for the benefit of innocent bystanders, 
that you v;ore not referring to John's political opinions.}) 

larry Peery, 5834 Sstelle- St, , San Diego, Calif., 92115: 

I thought Sraythe's article ((HaOB J*63)) vas quite good, 
though I didn't agree rith it entirely. I have some thin; lika^it of my 
orn vhich runs to about 5 -o:ges« x have written one; on each of the 

countries. ' . . 

I can -oersonally refute Smythe' s charges against ..ranee. - In ^ 

the. six games in vhich X am playing France, hranceis a.t least one oi 

tvo- nr jor povers and in several cases clearly first among all. 

((+(0f course hr^ncs -rill occasionally \:in« '.'.here is^a postal gape no'.; 
in progress v:here it is certain thrt a/ranc aill either end up va nner 
or in second -place. In a.nother Postal game in progress ihrence looks 
like the r-inner, X don't think Smythe vould say it caa never ran. 
after all, anything can harden,, defending on alliance -a.ttcrn, mutiial 
confidence of the nlaye'rs, and so on, hut, on the vhole, my feelig, is 
that Smyths is right in feeling that France has little chance. 



xo - 



France frequently gats three raises the first year. It is the 
onl5 r country which ever does so. 2ven when it only gets tiro raises in 
1901, it can often -pick up the third neutral ai pply centre in 1902. 
But where does it go from there? One of the features of the game which 
shows an exact parallel wi th 1914 -is that the h'estern I'ront can not 
he forced, frora either side, provided the opposition has three armies 
in the line. The hhine line can only he forced by flanking it wi th 
a fleet in the Bbrth Sea. hut possession of the Borth See. will never 
he either a hrench or a German asset- in the opening ye re of ;o3a y # So 
that France must reconcile itself to a staleiaa-te on its eastern frontier 
Lormally, however, it can not turn rath its full strength elsewhere: 
it must always fear a German incursion and must at least defend its Sera 
"border, Leking the necessary deductions from its total strength to 
maintain its defensive line on the -est bank of the LJaine, it rarely 
has enough left over -to malce substantial conquests elsewhere, say in 
the l:ed. Lor the remainder of the game it will then lead a sort of 
half life, half in the game and half out of it, \7ith 5 or 7 forces on 
the hoard no other power can afford to seriously attack it in the early 
stages, -hut it itself iB not in a position tc make a serious attach 
anywhere, either. It will normally onl2 7 ccrac under serious attcck lat.„ 
in the game '.hen one or two other -oowors have built up to a strength of 
say 10 or 12 pieces, 3o that France's usual f-.te is to either survive, 
weakly, until the end of the game, or to he s limine ted in the closing 
years of the struggle. 

In the event that it can get an alliance ••. i th its eastern 
neighbour, and that it can afford to put complete faith in that n.„ighbou 
so that it can use all its forces in other theatres, vhils denuding 
the hiiinc line of troops, then it does have a chance. It is note worthy 
that in "both of the gam', s which -I 'have m r.tioned ■ here hrsnce appears to 
have a real chance thero was r Lranoo-C-ermen slli. nee in the beginning. 
It is an alii "nee h t ',. ranee will not often he bio to obtrin however, 
hecause the usual outcome of it is that Germany must fight a long, 
arduous", end foredoomed battle, *'ith the only -real propects of gain 
goint: to I 'ranee. It is hard to fine -play:, rr: for Germany who are so 
self-* sacrificing, ■ . ■ . 

Ly objection to Smythe* s crticla is hi s .contention tha t the 
way to increase Germany 1 .-., chances is to give it an edditionel z rmy 
in" 1900, I feel, on thi. contrary, that this ■ -ould actually decrease 
its chances even more, '.emind aw. to go into this another time '."hen 
I" have more room. - j.:mcc ) +) ) 

:iy the way, both of the lett'r writers, above, ha ve informed a:e that 
Conrad von Letzke is to h. th: Literary editor of L...rry Psery's 
magazine, Xenogo gie , 'hose who remsa.foer Conrad's o'.:n m?> gamine , Costa" 
guana , which h~d articles on a aide ranging field of subjects, will be 
li£-riy to hear this, hov; he will be able to -.rite on anything he -pleases 
unimpeded by tha necessity of looking after his g.-mes. 



P.lCIOi:." : : <hG is a journal of lostal Liwlow. .cy, edited and published 
by John ... LcCallum, '.'Ulston, /J.b-wata, C a da. fhe price of a single 
issue is tan cents. Copies are availebl; o:. most b;: ck numbers cfc the seme 
■u-ice. 



